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Courts to Receive Additional Support Iin
Handing Down Judgment:

Shelly-Ann Irving
JIS

Photo: RudranatkraseMinister of
Justice, HonDelroy Chuck (left), is
in light conversatio with
OppositionSpokespersc on Justice,
Senator MarlGolding (centre), and
Chairman of th&enere Legal
Council, AllanWood at the
Council’s LawConferenc on May
22, at Jamaic&onference Centre,

downtown Kingston.

Minister of Justice, Hon. Delroy Chuck, says thdtraission has been made for the hiring o
additional judicial clerks to assist courts in hissgddown judgment

A judicial clerk is a qualified attorney who aidgudge in researching issues before the c
writing opinions and making legal determinatic

Minister Chuck, who was addressing the General LEgancil’'s Law Conference at tt
Jamaica Conference Centre, downt Kingston, on May 22, said ttalditiona support will
ensure more timely delivery of judgme!



He said the Ministry is also willing to hire Norm&fanley Law School students to provide
assistance in conducting research.

Minister Chuck informed that he continues to cdinsith stakeholders in the justice system
towards establishing reasonable timelines for thpasal of cases before the courts.

He cited New Zealand and Canada, as among coutiigeblave instituted laws to dismiss
criminal cases that have remained before the coudsa specified period without trial.

He said that this approach is worthy of considerator Jamaica.

“I have been in consultation with a number of stekders and will continue... to analyse
whether this approach will be workable in Jamaliceannot be that cases lag in the courts
forever,” he said.

Earlier this year, Minister Chuck put forward themosal of setting timelines for the disposal of
cases in order to ensure greater efficiency inubece system and protect the rights of
Jamaicans.

At the time, he urged judges to push to dismises#sat are in the system for five years and
more, by the end of this year, arguing that it wafir to have litigants going to court for such a
long time to have their cases settled.

The Justice Minister said he is of the view thatase should last more than 18 months in the
parish courts and no more than two months in thre$ne Court.

He said that while these timelines may not be pbs$n the next few years, “certainly, we must
find ways and means to ensure that we have nolaggmg at least in the criminal courts for
five years.”



“Hopefully, by the end of 2017, we must put in @arovisions to ensure that cases drop to
below four years and that by 2020, no cases wilbgyond three years as we work towards a
lower timeline. It is absolutely important for wsdo so,” Mr. Chuck stressed.

Justice Minister calls for Partnherships to
Reduce Crime

By Douglas Mcintosh
JIS

Justice Minister, Hon. Delroy Chuck, has undersddhe need for multi-stakeholder
partnerships to curb crime and violence, as thblpro could pose challenges for the
Government’s attainment of economic growth andgaation.

Central to this, the Minister said, are JusticethefPeace (JPs), who can play a proactive role in
helping to reduce crime.

The Minister was speaking at the installation cemeyrfor 14 newly appointed JPs for St.
Thomas, at the Whispering Bamboo Cove at Retrefeiparish, on May 26.

Expressing concern over the extent to which cringe\aolence is affecting the society, Mr.
Chuck encouraged the JPs to support the Ministsgsial crusade” aimed at reducing criminal
activities.

“l also urge all of you to join in partnerships ihe police, ministers’ fraternal, teachers, and
other decent citizens who are willing to lift theadjty of life in your communities. If you are all
prepared to pull together to remove whatever isygria our communities, it can be removed,”
the Minister said.



Mr. Chuck further encouraged JPs to be the “conseieof civil society, who are prepared
demand change.

“In your own way, you have to send that signal @t aredemanding appropriate behavioul
your communities, that you are demanding decendycavility, and when you know ¢
wrongdoing, you collectively pull together and lgyim to the attention of the police,” he adc

More Training for JPs

By Douglas Mcintosh
JIS

Photo: Melroy Sterlinjustict Minister,
Hon. Delroy ChucKright), shares
pleasantries witlPermaner Secretary
in the Ministry, CaroPalmer during
Thursday’s (May 26installatior

~ ceremony for 14 new appointed

? Justices of the Peater St. Thomas, at

the WhisperindBamboc Cove Resort at

Retreat in the parisiMr. Chuck was the

keynote speaker.

Justices of the Peace (JPs) are tcefit from additional training to better enable themcarry
out their duties.

Minister of Justice, Hon. Delroy Chuck, said th@aal training programmes, scheduled to
underway shortly, will cover a number of ar

These include rehabilitating ych offenders; inspecting prisons and police tups; and
administering the proposed expanded use of mediatiparish court



He was speaking during Thursday’s (May 26) instaltaof 14 new JPs for St. Thomas at the
Whispering Bamboo Cove Resort in Retreat.

Mr. Chuck said the training for the JPs is intenttetempower and strengthen” them “to rescue
and restore” communities plagued by crime and wnicte

“We should have at least four training sessionsaich parish,” he said, noting that each JP will
be required to attend at least one session.

“We are looking at making the training mandatorye @fe going to insist that the JPs get the
training and serve,” the Minister added.

In her remarks, Permanent Secretary in the Minis€larol Palmer, noted that part of the overall
justice sector reform strategy entails greater gageent of the JPs within the legal system.

As such, she encouraged them to “join with us enNhnistry to keep our justice system on track
and reduce the stress on our courts.”



There is need for a tougher Bail Ac

The Observer

As was expected, members of the pri
Bar have come out swinging agst
Prime Minister Andrew Holness
announcement of the Governmer
intention to have the Bail Act amend

Mr Holness made the disclosure in
budget presentation on Tuesday, but

. not elaborate, stating only that 1

. intention was for an amendmen the act
“such that persons charged with mur
will be ineligible for bail under certain circumsizes”

Without details of the Government’s proposal, we @nable to give our view one way or-
other. However, readers of this column will knowttivehave often argued the point that bai
too easily granted to some accused individualstlaaidthere needs to be a review of the

We cannot forget the brutal murder of Special Calnist Troy Foster in Malvern, St Elizabeth
January 2013 by gunmevho engaged a police patrol in the to

After the shooting, it emerged that one of the gen— Tyrone Edmond, who was also sl
dead in that encounter was out on bail, having been charged with the mustléC-year-old

pensioner, Mr Cecil Bennett irop Hill, St Elizabeth, in 2010.

We also remember very well that in August 2012 oinne three suspects held for the «
blooded murder of 26-yeald used car dealer Mr Michael Rochester was ol Dlae suspec
the police reported, was facing chai of murder and shooting with intent.



There have been myriad cases in which offendetsadrihave committed serious crimes,
including murder. Indeed, one infamous gang leaslkg was arrested and charged for a triple
murder, was released on bail only to be arrestathamnd charged with a fourth murder three
months later. But, surprisingly, he was granted dgain.

After all that, who can blame the police and indpadlic prosecutors for feeling frustrated?
Indeed, the police have often lamented that the wdétf which some accused individuals are
granted bail is hobbling their crime-fighting effer

We recall some years ago Assistant Commissioneobife Wray Palmer expressing a desire on
behalf of the Police Officers’ Association that gwurts review the administration of bail.

“We need to consider the freedom of a violent anahiversus the security of the nation,” Mr
Palmer said at the time.

It is a view that was shared by former Prime Mig®J Patterson who, in 2005, called for a
review of the policy governing balil.

“There are too many cases of too may persons whe Ib@en bailed intimidating witnesses or
committing other offences,” Mr Patterson told sefiarnalists at a Jamaica House news
briefing.

This problem, we note, is not unique to Jamaicaifo©ctober 2012, British newspapers
published Government data showing that every 18 dayurder is committed in Great Britain
by offenders on bail.

According to those statistics, at least 37 crinsrnvaére convicted of murder while on bail for
another offence in the year 2011 — an averagereétavery month.



In addition, the data showed that in 2011, a tot&5,627 criminals were convicted for a new
offence they had committed while on bail.

While the figures here in Jamaica are not as feiginty, we cannot ignore the reality to which
they speak.

Jamaica needs to get to the point where the ptegigf justice and the rights of individuals are
observed, while the safety of the community is @ctad.

Jury Bill Passed In Upper House

The Gleaner

The Senate yesterday hurried through the bill terahthe Jury Act that will allow guilty
verdicts to be passed by a majority of jurors.

The Jury Act 2015 had reduced the requirementi®mnumber of jurors required to try non-
capital murders from 12 to seven.

Leader of Government Business Kamina Johnson Sgaiththat the bill was intended to rectify
omissions made in the legislation which came iotad on February 1, 2016.

The bill was passed during Wednesday's sittingq@f-{ouse of Representative, paving the way
for yesterday's passage in the Senate.

Justice System Anomaly

Johnson Smith explained that the bill was beingiéd to correct an existing anomaly in the
justice system.



"What we are seeking to do today is to correctreon@aly that occurred as a result of the
passage of the Jury Amendment Bill last year," datlthson Smith.

She said that there was a clause in the bill wivak not adjusted along with other changes that
were made.

Expressing gratitude to the Senate for facilitatimg passage, Johnson Smith said that the aim
was to make provision for the number of jurors regglifor guilty verdicts in cases of non-
capital murder.

As it was at Wednesday's sitting of the House pihenjoyed full support of the Senate.

With Attorney General Marlene Malahoo Forte on Westiay impressing on the House of
Representatives the urgent need for a review a$yetem, Opposition Senator Wensworth
Skeffery warned against continuously reducing tig pool after the reduction from 12 to
seven.

Other participants included Government Senatorsl€h&inclair, Pearnel Charles Jr, Ransford
Braham and Acting Leader of Opposition Business.KBbight.

gary.spaulding@gleanerjm.com



Minister Chuck is simply calling a spade ¢
The Observer

N
Minister of Justice - Delroy Chuck

Dear Editor,

the Jamaica Observer.

| refer to Dr Ford’s letter headlined ‘Minister Cht
has opened Pandora’s box’ in yesterday’s editic

Dr Ford appears to be taking on a role akin to WW& victims being the judges. Here is w
he must remember:

The justice sgtem includes all who work to deliver justice; thisludes witnesses, police and
those inbetween, up to the judges. So, all of them, in sasag contribute to the poor delive

— along with the unprecedented volume of crimes uperiand



Often, the police and Director of Public ProseautRaula Llewellyn get the lion’s share of the
blame for poor delivery of justice in criminal cas#hile other people, up to the judges, seem to
escape culpability. Is this fair? Are judges thestrefficient workers, such that they never
contribute to the poor delivery of justice?

Minister Chuck is simply calling a spade a spadéhat some judges are not pulling their weight
and must shape up. These protected species apaiddb sit at the top of society and work at a
pace out of sync with the reality in the countrizey, like everyone, have to do better with the
resources available.

One is left to speculate that the 37 per cent afdens that Prime Minister Andrew Holness
speaks of may be the manifestation of untimelyeeji from the courts in civil matters, such
that people take the law into their own hands.

Norman Lee
Brampton, Ontario

namronlee@rogers.com

Public Defender Appeals For Extension Of 6-
Year Statute Of Limitation For Tivoli
Residents

The Gleaner

The public defender is again appealing to Justicedter Delroy Chuck to extend the current
six-year statute of limitations to allow personsvest Kingston who were impacted by the May
2010 police-military operations to seek redress.



Public Defender Arlene Harrison-Henry announced hiea office has filed suit against the
government on behalf of the estates of about 38gpsrwho died and some 40 others who were
either injured or detained during the police/miltaperations.

This appeal has come amid concerns that residemite iwest Kingston community were
running out of time to seek legal redress for iigsiiand damage done to their homes and other
personal belongings during the operation.

Over 74 civilians and one member of the Jamaic&ief Force were killed in the operations,
which were aimed at capturing then fugitive Chipéter 'Dudus' Coke.

Gordon Robinson | Don't Rush To Judgment

The Gleaner

Somehow, a Jamaican Bar Association (JBA) lettéheécchief justice complaining of delays in
delivery of judgments found itself in The Gleaner.

On May 15 ('End delays from the Bench! Bar Assaaiatalls on judges to speedily hand down
judgments’), it was quoted extensively. Some mingivie formed the impression that Jamaica's
justice system's problems were the fault of thedimguent judges.

The JBA's letter included: "We're of the view thesa&ny outstanding judgments underscore the
problem of chronic delays in the timely deliveryjastice within the Supreme Court ... ."

But, if you ploughed through the entire report, 'gonotice only 62 delinquent judgments were
listed over 10 years (an average of six per y&&o)v, all judgments should be delivered
promptly, but a proper context ought to be providedeaders aren't misled into believing THIS
is the problem.



In 1994, then attorney-at-law David Batts, withcytditchell (now Fraser), presented an
excellent paper, 'Delays in the Justice Systeml Qurisdiction'. At that time, Mr Batts (now Mr
Justice Batts) noted the absence of availablesstatiregarding pending Supreme Court cases,
but was able to record that, in the appeal co@®@), 352 cases were filed, 90 disposed of, and
245 of 430 settled.

In the absence of statistical assistance, the Béitthell project team conducted a study and
concluded, in 1994:

"The median or 50th percentile age from placemarthe Cause List to expected disposition
date ... is 16 months. The 75th percentile was &ih6ths."

That 1994 study went on:

"More alarming is the age of the pending caseloawh fthe time the case is filed ... . The 50th
percentile time from filing to expected dispositisr83.5 months, while the 75th percentile is
57.5 months."

REASONS FOR DELAYS

In 1994, Mr Batts, then a member of the JBA, gaveeasons for Supreme Court delays:

(a) The existing backlog: itself caused by pasivdltsposal of cases. New cases moved to the
back of the line;

(b) Civil procedure system: operated hostile tacefhcy (few settlements or agreement of
certain issues);



(c) Administrative difficulties (especially the riegyy's operation): "Files cannot be located. It
takes forever to obtain dates. Information is diffi to access. Letters are either not answered or
responses are late in coming. Formal orders arghjedts in default take months to be
executed."

(d) Attitude of counsel: Many at the civil Bar dbseem to acknowledge their roles as officers of
the court with a vested interest in getting thidgae. Why spend three days in court when an
adjournment means one can produce more lucrative wahambers? " ... Many of us don't

give matters the consideration they require beéotering that courtroom. Documents aren't
agreed, pretrial discovery not utilised sufficigntvitnesses aren't prepared ... and the coutt isn'
given the type of assistance which could leadsmaother flow of cases."”

(e) Judges: If both parties to a civil matter agceadjourn, there may be little a judge can do,
"however, a judicial attitude can make a world bfiedence. One need only cite the rather
extreme example of a certain judge at the RevermugtC

One Monday morning, as | was leaving to conduceagRue Court trial, | was summoned by
telephone to an emergency appeal court hearirgkeldgjunior counsel in the chambers to go to
the Revenue Court, explain my urgent dilemma, akd@r a postponement until | could attend.

Said "extreme example" (long ago dearly departefdymed junior counsel: all parties were
present. He was alleged to be a lawyer, so theagald begin. By the time | arrived, the matter
had proceeded almost to conclusion and poor justiaonsel was completely stressed out, facing
some of Jamaica's most senior advocates.

WORSE SITUATION

Twenty years later, with new Civil Procedure Rulssse management and "mandatory”
mediation, the situation is worse. The Economic 8adial Survey Jamaica (ESSJ) 2015

remains devoid of Supreme Court civil case stasfThe appeal court had 1,388 appeals carried
forward from the previous year (738 Supreme Cowil)C253 new appeals filed (118 SCCA);
and only 169 appeals (approximately 10 per cespatied of. At the end of the year, 1,472
appeals remained pending. The decline in new appeah 1990 (352) to 2015 (253) is itself a
product of the snail's pace at which Supreme Coait are concluded.



My usually reliable sources estimate many thousauqgteme Court civil cases were carried
forward in each of the past five years and betw&600 and 8,000 new cases filed in the civil
division each year, including more than 3,000 matnial matters.

Why the unending, burgeoning backlog? Because d@@ments were egregiously delayed over
the past 10 years? Of course not. Supreme Cowgégudre as much victims of the system as we
are. The reasons for the delays set out by Mr Batt994, compounded by 20 more years of
political neglect and professional arrogance byykw, are the reasons today.

1. About 30 Supreme Court judges are expected #il slay, every day (criminal AND civil),
hearing a list of about five matters per day innchars; five per week in open court. Three
weeks in civil court can be immediately followedthyee weeks on circuit. There's no system
for a regular week off to write judgments.

2. Conditions of work are archaic, shambolic, emrdssing and counterproductive. There are
more than 300 law-school graduates annually, bytidge has a rotating staff of at least three
young lawyers as judicial clerks to assist withesesh and judgment writing. Support staff and
services are woefully inadequate and outdated.'€&eeetary’ will type for five judges but
doesn't assist with appointments or anything &fkest judges don't have dedicated registry
clerks to attend to their diaries and fixtures. Ry staff are generally underpaid, demotivated
and inadequately trained. Clerks have duties tggadn court AND filing/office duties
elsewhere. It's an administrative morass, and ggjudho should have three judicial clerks, a
dedicated registry clerk and secretary, is lefetal for him/herself AND is lambasted when
judgments are late;

3. The production of verbatim trial transcriptaigpke despite the presence of alleged verbatim
recorders with computerised equipment. Recenttpraplex libel trial was conducted five years
after suit was filed. After trial, it took one yeplus to produce notes of evidence for the judge's
consideration. Judgment was delivered promptlyapmkaled. The same Supreme Court that
delivered notes to the judge was unable to prothiesame notes of evidence for the appeal, so
lawyers had to produce or deliver the notes or a@iinfinitum for the appeal to be heard. The
appeal was heard three years after the trial. WTH?

4. Updated law reports are as rare as Phalaenapsisis; reporting of local judgments
haphazard at best; judges' security non-existentilaeir woefully inadequate remuneration,



terrible pension arrangements and inadequate hglaltis, still controlled by the Ministry of
Justice, are insults.

5. The infrastructure is pathetic. Criminal andlarourts are housed side by side. Prisoners are
escorted by police through civil-law litigants wag for their cases to be heard. The recently
refurbished old NCB building (intended to sepaatminal and civil courts), is a perfect
example of how to waste space. The problem remains.

ESSJ 2015 refers to "justice-sector reform”, whicbmised "a review of the court-based
automatic mediation process and the preparati@report, which included recommendations
for the expansion and improvement of automatic atest ... ."

DWL! Three years later, WHERE IS IT? Gathering dustsomebody's desk? Meanwhile,
parties send representatives to mediation whoraabla to take final decisions or who only
intend to go through the motions. There's no sanctf you turn up with an attitude so anti-
mediation, you succeed in creating another yeat&yd no biggie. Mediators, claiming
"confidentiality”, won't expose these system malagmrs in court. You see, doctors differ and
patients die, but lawyers differ and both get rich.

JBA, stop crying about a few outstanding judgmeftgtate for REAL systemic improvements
beginning with a truly independent judiciary wite own budget administered by the chief
justice, proper remuneration, staffing and workoogditions for judges, judicial specialisation
and proper case-management procedures, time wfiito judgments, and greater due diligence
in making appointments.

Until these fundamental changes are made at th#gunés root, it's a miracle that No. 62 isn't
620!

Peace and love.

- Gordon Robinson is an attorney-at-law. Email fsaxk tocolumns@gleanerjm.cam




Attorney Surprised Gov't Again Mooting
Bail Act Amendment

Sherine Williams, Gleaner Writer

One of the lawyers who worked to have changesad®il Act declared unconstitutional five
years ago, says he’s surprised the governmentis atanning to make similar amendments to
the law.

Attorney, Marcus Greenwood, says he believes themonent's plan to deny murder suspects
bail will fail just as it did in 2011.

Marcus Greenwood was one of the attorneys in tee tawhich two murder suspects
successfully challenged the 2010 amendments tBdleAct which allowed murder suspects to
be detained for 60 days without balil.

The suit was prompted after a resident magistraMandeville, citing the amendments, denied
the two murder suspects bail but subsequently gdsamhother murder accused bail.



The two murder suspects then filed a suit agalresgbvernment in the Supreme Court in 2011
and the court ruled that it was unconstitutiongdtdtd the suspects for sixty days without bail.

The ruling trashed the amendments made by the Beot#ing administration, as the court held
that the Bail Act was effective in dealing withrae without unconstitutionally denying murder
suspects bail.

However, fast forward to 2016, and the Andrew Hethadministration is looking to change the
Bail Act again so that murder suspects can be ddraé under certain circumstances.

Greenwood says he’s still against arbitrarily degymurder suspects bail and maintains the new
plan won't work because it offends Jamaica's cunistn.

Greenwood says the police and citizens may be gdieagh the proposed changes which appear
to be tougher crime-fighting laws.

But he says the true deterrent to crime is comygcpiersons so that a clear message can be sent
to other potential perpetrators.

In his Budget presentation Prime Minister Andrewrtéss said the Justice Minister and the
Attorney general would further explain how the an@ents to the Bail Act will work.

Legal Fight Looms Over Firing Of RADA
Boss

Livern Barrett and Christopher Serju

The Rural Agricultural Development Authority (RADARS been given seven days to negotiate
a resolution to the impasse surrounding the empéoyratatus of Lenworth Fulton as its
executive director.



This was revealed yesterday by attorney-at-law Jotmor, who confirmed that his law firm,
Knight, Junor & Samuels, has been retained by Rutidight an attempt by RADA to remove
him.

"If they do not respond within the time given, wéltake certain actions," said Junor, signalling
that he would go to court to seek an injunctiorringrRADA from dismissing Fulton.

Permanent Secretary in the agriculture ministry @@m Stanberry told The Gleaner yesterday
that Fulton was informed last Friday that his caatthad been terminated but declined to
comment further.

According to Junor, Fulton received a letter froMDRA last Friday "purporting to terminate a
contract which had already expired" and indicatimag it would not be renewed. In addition, he
said his client was stripped of the keys to higcefind the motor vehicle assigned to him by the
agency.

New Three-Year Contract

However, Junor is contending that Fulton was gzerew three-year contract dated May 2 this
year by a "duly constituted board" [of directorgfdre the expiration of its tenure.

"He has a signed contract,” the attorney insisaddjng that he had evidence indicating that this
was included in the minutes of a board meeting.

Despite this, Junor said his client was willinghgotiate a resolution to the impasse.

"We are quite clear that if you wish to termindte services, then you are going to pay him for
the period that you contracted him for. | have ¢atked to the acting chairman [of RADA] that if
they are prepared to negotiate, we would be mane willing to sit around the table with them,”"
he reasoned.



He said this position was communicated two daysaagbindicated that the st-run agency has
seven days to respond before the interventioneotturt is sougr

A trained agriculturalist, Fulton took office aettop man at RADA on Wednesd May 1,
2013, transitioning from the Jamaic-H Clubs, where he had served as executive dirémtdr2
years. He took over from Harold Spaulding, who hadn confirmed in the post in Januan
that year, following the dismissal of Al Powell fnathe tgp position a year befol

Potential Sale Of Jamaica’s Lon-Shuttered
Palmyra Resort Reportec

HOTEL & RESORT|BRIAN MAJOR |

There may be signs of li— and a
potential sale —at one lon-stalled
Jamaican resort proje«

TheJamaica Gleane

is reportingfinancial servies firm
Sagicor Group Jamaica has emer
as the “preferred buyer” of the shuttered Palmgsort in Montego Bay’s Rose Hall distr

TOUR OPERATOR

Sagicor has been selected from among a group efsSeas bidders” and is expected to pay
million for the partially complete, 2i-room hotel and condominium complex, located ot
acres of beachfront land in Montego Bay. Palmysalie®en mostly shuttered and in receiver:



since July 2011, earning an unwanted distinctiodeasaica’s version of the Beémas’
incompleteBaha Mar megaesort

Launched in 2005 by developer Robert Trotta, Padmyais to feature three towers which two
are complete. Of the complex’ 200 completed residen97 are reportedly available for s.
Palmyra’s originally planned 88 studio suites, le¢-bedroom villas, 12,000 square feet
banquet and meeting facilities and 30 -square-foot speemain in various stages
construction.

Sagicor plans to complete the Palmyra developnaectrding to the source cited
the Gleanerreport. Sagicor currently operates three Jewertepoopreties in Jamaica and ¢
hotel, Hilton Rose Hall, locatewithin close view of the Palmyra prope

The Palmyra resort entered receivership after @Ralmyra Resorts & Spa Limited allege
defaulted on debt totaling $110 million. The Naib@ommercial Bank Jamaica and R
Jamaica assumed control of property, placing it into receiversh

Two years ago the developer filed suit in Jamai&aipreme Court to determine the proper
rightful owner. A hearing in the case will take g#ain four months, according to the Glea
article.

Sagicor is the laist prospective buyer in a line of failed dealstf@ incomplete Palmyi
development since 2012, when RBC Jamaica auctittreedomplex but failed to find
successful bidder despite an international margetampaign that sought buyers throughout
world.

Firearm seized, man arrested in Mancheste

The Observer




MANCHESTER, Jamaica —Fhe Mandeville police say they have seized a Gfokn pistol,
43 rounds of ammunition and arrested a man dumngperation in Kincland district in the
parish on Thursday.

Reports are that between the hours of 11:00 an®a8tdpm, lawmen were on operation whe
man was seen allegedly acting in a suspicious nmakleewas accosted, searched anc
weapon allegedly found.

He was sulbmsguently arrested and charged for illegal possessifirearm and ammunitio

He is 19-yeawld Derval Henry of Hopeton district, Manchestee id scheduled to appear in-
Mandeville Residents Magistrate’s Court on Tues

Guard claims he bought suitcase at garac
sale with ganja hidden insid

Covering the courtsvith Tanesha Mund

The Observer

A security guard, who was reportedly caught ataingort with one poun
of ganja in his suitcase, claimed he bought thizease at a garage sale ¢

did not know that it ontained drugs.

Sean Ellis was arrested and charged with possesbigemja, dealing in, possession, and tal
preparatory steps to export ganga after the driggref@ortedly found in his suitcase wher
checked in to board a flight to Barbac

On Fricay when Ellis appeared in court, he pleaded gtolthe possession and dealing char
When asked by Judge Pusey why he had pleaded iigttgithe other charge, he told her tl

he bought the suitcase at a garage



“So which yard sale was thatthe judge asked. “I think in Mandeville,” Ellis amsred. “Sc
how come you didn’t invite me?” the judge askedtar. “Maybe if | knew you before,” Elli

answered.

Judge Pusey then told him: “Most people don’t hike when they meet me.” But Ellis told f
that he thought she was a decent person. She tiesti@ned Ellis about his occupation and \

he was visiting Barbados.

He told her that hevas a security guard and before that had workedchef, and was going
the Caribbean country on vacation. Judge Puseyasieed Ellis where he was going to stay

he told her was planning to stay at CasablancarR

“That is a five-star hotel. Wdte you get the money to pay for the ticket anchititel?” she
asked. Ellis, who had told the court that he hadexh$16,000 per month as a guard, said th
had been saving for years.

“And you think you can come to me with that stdoput you buy sitcases at garage sale?

matter how wonderful you think I am, I'm not buyitttat story,” the judge told Ellis befo

remanding him in custody. He will next appear int@n June 1!

The End

Courts to Recelve Additional Support In
Handing Down Judgment:

Shelly-Ann Irving
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Minister of Justice, Hon. Delroy Chuck, says thatreission has been made for the hiring o
additional judicial clerks to assist courts in hissgddown judgment

A judicial clerk is a qualified attorney who aidgudge in researching issues before the c
writing opinions and making legal determinatic

Minister Chuck, who was addressing the General LEgancil’'s Law Conference at tt
Jamaica Conference Centre, downt Kingston, on May 22, said ttslditiona support will
ensure more timely delivery of judgme

He said the Ministry is also willing to hire Norm&fanley Law School students to provi
assistance in conducting resea

Minister Chuck informedthat he continues to consult with stakeholde the justice syster
towards establishing reasonable timelines for tpasal of cases before the cot

He cited New Zealand and Canada, as among couttteelave instituted laws to dism
criminal cases that have remained before the coueasaspecified period without trie



He said that this approach is worthy of considerator Jamaica.

“I have been in consultation with a number of stekders and will continue... to analyse
whether this approach will be workable in Jamaliceannot be that cases lag in the courts
forever,” he said.

Earlier this year, Minister Chuck put forward thegosal of setting timelines for the disposal of
cases in order to ensure greater efficiency inukce system and protect the rights of
Jamaicans.

At the time, he urged judges to push to dismisesé#sat are in the system for five years and
more, by the end of this year, arguing that it wafir to have litigants going to court for such a
long time to have their cases settled.

The Justice Minister said he is of the view thatase should last more than 18 months in the
parish courts and no more than two months in thene Court.

He said that while these timelines may not be pbs$n the next few years, “certainly, we must
find ways and means to ensure that we have nolaggmg at least in the criminal courts for
five years.”

“Hopefully, by the end of 2017, we must put in @grovisions to ensure that cases drop to
below four years and that by 2020, no cases wilbgyond three years as we work towards a
lower timeline. It is absolutely important for wsdo so,” Mr. Chuck stressed.

Justice Minister calls for Partnerships to
Reduce Crime

By Douglas Mclintosh
JIS




Justice Minister, Hon. Delroy Chuck, has undersgdhe need for multi-stakeholder
partnerships to curb crime and violence, as thblpro could pose challenges for the
Government’s attainment of economic growth andgaation.

Central to this, the Minister said, are JusticeghefPeace (JPs), who can play a proactive role in
helping to reduce crime.

The Minister was speaking at the installation cemeyfor 14 newly appointed JPs for St.
Thomas, at the Whispering Bamboo Cove at Retreteiparish, on May 26.

Expressing concern over the extent to which cringe\aolence is affecting the society, Mr.
Chuck encouraged the JPs to support the Ministsgsial crusade” aimed at reducing criminal
activities.

“l also urge all of you to join in partnerships wihe police, ministers’ fraternal, teachers, and
other decent citizens who are willing to lift theadjty of life in your communities. If you are all
prepared to pull together to remove whatever iswyrio our communities, it can be removed,”
the Minister said.

Mr. Chuck further encouraged JPs to be the “conseitof civil society, who are prepared to
demand change.

“In your own way, you have to send that signal @i are demanding appropriate behaviour in
your communities, that you are demanding decendycauility, and when you know of
wrongdoing, you collectively pull together and lgih to the attention of the police,” he added.

More Training for JPs

By Douglas Mclintosh




JIS
Photo: Melroy Sterlindustict Minister,
Hon. Delroy ChucKright), shares
pleasantries witliPermaner Secretary
in the Ministry, CaroPalmer during
Thursday’s (May 26installatior
ceremony for 14 new appointed
Justices of the Peater St. Thomas, at
the Whisperinddamboc Cove Resort at
Retreat in the paristMr. Chuck was the

keynote speaker.

Justices of the Peace (JPs) are tcefit from additional training to better enable themctarry
out their duties.

Minister of Justice, Hon. Delroy Chuck, said th@aal training programmes, scheduled to
underway shortly, will cover a number of ar

These include rehabilitating ych offenders; inspecting prisons and police tups; and
administering the proposed expanded use of mediatiparish court

He was speaking during Thursday’s (May 26) instaitaof 14 new JPs for St. Thomas at
Whispering Bamboo Cove Resort in reat.

Mr. Chuck said the training for the JPs is intenttetempower and strengthen” them “to res
and restore” communities plagued by crime and i

“We should have at least four training sessionsaich parish,” he said, noting that each Jli
be required to attend at least one ses



“We are looking at making the training mandatorye Wfe going to insist that the JPs get
training and serve,” the Minister add

In her remarks, Permanent Secretary in the Mini€garol Palmer, not¢that part of the overa
justice sector reform strategy entails greater gageent of the JPs within the legal sysi

As such, she encouraged them to “join with us @Nhnistry to keep our justice system on tri
and reduce the stress on our cou

There is need for a tougher Bail Ac

The Observer

As was expected, members of the pri
Bar have come out swinging agst
Prime Minister Andrew Holness



announcement of the Government'’s intention to hhgeBail Act amended.

Mr Holness made the disclosure in his budget ptasen on Tuesday, but did not elaborate,
stating only that the intention was for an amendn@the act “such that persons charged with
murder will be ineligible for bail under certaimr@imstances”.

Without details of the Government’s proposal, we @amable to give our view one way or the
other. However, readers of this column will knowttiwve have often argued the point that bail is
too easily granted to some accused individualstlatdthere needs to be a review of the law.

We cannot forget the brutal murder of Special Calvlst Troy Foster in Malvern, St Elizabeth, in
January 2013 by gunmen who engaged a police pattioé town.

After the shooting, it emerged that one of the genm- Tyrone Edmond, who was also shot
dead in that encounter — was out on bail, havirepksharged with the murder of 60-year-old
pensioner, Mr Cecil Bennett in Top Hill, St Elizébein 2010.

We also remember very well that in August 2012 ofrnihe three suspects held for the cold-
blooded murder of 26-year-old used car dealer Mshdel Rochester was on bail. The suspect,
the police reported, was facing charges of murddrsinooting with intent.

There have been myriad cases in which offendetsadrhave committed serious crimes,
including murder. Indeed, one infamous gang leaslkg was arrested and charged for a triple
murder, was released on bail only to be arrestathand charged with a fourth murder three
months later. But, surprisingly, he was granted dgain.

After all that, who can blame the police and indpadlic prosecutors for feeling frustrated?
Indeed, the police have often lamented that the wdétf which some accused individuals are
granted bail is hobbling their crime-fighting efffer

We recall some years ago Assistant Commissioneobife Wray Palmer expressing a desire on
behalf of the Police Officers’ Association that gwurts review the administration of bail.



“We need to consider the freedom of a violent anahiversus the security of the nation,” Mr
Palmer said at the time.

It is a view that was shared by former Prime Mig®J Patterson who, in 2005, called for a
review of the policy governing balil.

“There are too many cases of too may persons whe Ib@en bailed intimidating witnesses or
committing other offences,” Mr Patterson told sefomrnalists at a Jamaica House news
briefing.

This problem, we note, is not unique to Jamaicaifo©ctober 2012, British newspapers
published Government data showing that every 18 dayurder is committed in Great Britain
by offenders on bail.

According to those statistics, at least 37 crinsrnvaére convicted of murder while on bail for
another offence in the year 2011 — an averagereétavery month.

In addition, the data showed that in 2011, a tot&5,627 criminals were convicted for a new
offence they had committed while on bail.

While the figures here in Jamaica are not as feigimg, we cannot ignore the reality to which
they speak.

Jamaica needs to get to the point where the ptesigf justice and the rights of individuals are
observed, while the safety of the community is @ctdd.

Jury Bill Passed In Upper House

The Gleaner



The Senate yesterday hurried through the bill terashthe Jury Act that will allow guilty
verdicts to be passed by a majority of jurors.

The Jury Act 2015 had reduced the requirementi®mnumber of jurors required to try non-
capital murders from 12 to seven.

Leader of Government Business Kamina Johnson Ssaiththat the bill was intended to rectify
omissions made in the legislation which came iotaé on February 1, 2016.

The bill was passed during Wednesday's sittingq@f-ouse of Representative, paving the way
for yesterday's passage in the Senate.

Justice System Anomaly

Johnson Smith explained that the bill was beingiéd to correct an existing anomaly in the
justice system.

"What we are seeking to do today is to correctraomaly that occurred as a result of the
passage of the Jury Amendment Bill last year," dalthson Smith.

She said that there was a clause in the bill whviak not adjusted along with other changes that
were made.

Expressing gratitude to the Senate for facilitatimg passage, Johnson Smith said that the aim
was to make provision for the number of jurors meggufor guilty verdicts in cases of non-
capital murder.

As it was at Wednesday's sitting of the Housebilh@njoyed full support of the Senate.



With Attorney General Marlene Malahoo Forte on Westtay impressing on the House
Representatives the urgent need for a review o$ysem, Opposition Senator Wenswc
Skeffery warned against continuously reducing timg pool afteithe reduction from 12 t
seven.

Other participants included Government Senatorgl€h&inclair, Pearnel Charles Jr, Rans
Braham and Acting Leader of Opposition Business.KBbight.

gary.spaulding@gleanerjm.cc

Minister Chuck is simply calling a spade ¢
The Observer



Minister of Justice - Delroy Chuck

Dear Editor,

| refer to Dr Ford’s letter headlined ‘Minister Gtluhas opened Pandora’s box’ in yesterday’s
edition of the Jamaica Observer.

Dr Ford appears to be taking on a role akin to WW$& yvictims being the judges. Here is what
he must remember:

The justice system includes all who work to delinestice; this includes witnesses, police and all
those in-between, up to the judges. So, all of thermome way, contribute to the poor delivery

— along with the unprecedented volume of crimesupe land.

Often, the police and Director of Public ProseautRaula Llewellyn get the lion’s share of the
blame for poor delivery of justice in criminal cas#hile other people, up to the judges, seem to
escape culpability. Is this fair? Are judges thestrefficient workers, such that they never
contribute to the poor delivery of justice?

Minister Chuck is simply calling a spade a spadéhat some judges are not pulling their weight
and must shape up. These protected species apaiddb sit at the top of society and work at a
pace out of sync with the reality in the countrizey, like everyone, have to do better with the
resources available.

One is left to speculate that the 37 per cent afdens that Prime Minister Andrew Holness
speaks of may be the manifestation of untimelyeeji from the courts in civil matters, such
that people take the law into their own hands.

Norman Lee



Brampton, Ontario

namronlee@rogers.com

Public Defender Appeals For Extension Of 6-
Year Statute Of Limitation For Tivoli
Residents

The Gleaner

The public defender is again appealing to Justioadtér Delroy Chuck to extend the current
six-year statute of limitations to allow personsvest Kingston who were impacted by the May
2010 police-military operations to seek redress.

Public Defender Arlene Harrison-Henry announced hiea office has filed suit against the
government on behalf of the estates of about 38gpsrwho died and some 40 others who were
either injured or detained during the police/miltaperations.

This appeal has come amid concerns that residetite iwest Kingston community were
running out of time to seek legal redress for iigsiand damage done to their homes and other
personal belongings during the operation.

Over 74 civilians and one member of the Jamaica&ief Force were killed in the operations,
which were aimed at capturing then fugitive Chypéter 'Dudus' Coke.

Gordon Robinson | Don't Rush To Judgment

The Gleaner



Somehow, a Jamaican Bar Association (JBA) lettéhécchief justice complaining of delays in
delivery of judgments found itself in The Gleaner.

On May 15 ('End delays from the Bench! Bar Assaamtalls on judges to speedily hand down
judgments’), it was quoted extensively. Some mingivie formed the impression that Jamaica's
justice system's problems were the fault of thedimgluent judges.

The JBA's letter included: "We're of the view thesany outstanding judgments underscore the
problem of chronic delays in the timely deliveryjastice within the Supreme Court ... ."

But, if you ploughed through the entire report, 'gonotice only 62 delinquent judgments were
listed over 10 years (an average of six per y&&o)v, all judgments should be delivered
promptly, but a proper context ought to be providedeaders aren't misled into believing THIS
is the problem.

In 1994, then attorney-at-law David Batts, withcytditchell (now Fraser), presented an
excellent paper, 'Delays in the Justice Systeml Qurisdiction'. At that time, Mr Batts (now Mr
Justice Batts) noted the absence of availablesstatiregarding pending Supreme Court cases,
but was able to record that, in the appeal co@®@), 352 cases were filed, 90 disposed of, and
245 of 430 settled.

In the absence of statistical assistance, the Béittdhell project team conducted a study and
concluded, in 1994:

"The median or 50th percentile age from placemarthe Cause List to expected disposition
date ... is 16 months. The 75th percentile was &ih6ths."

That 1994 study went on:



"More alarming is the age of the pending caseloanh fthe time the case is filed ... . The 50th
percentile time from filing to expected dispositisr83.5 months, while the 75th percentile is
57.5 months."”

REASONS FOR DELAYS

In 1994, Mr Batts, then a member of the JBA, gaveeasons for Supreme Court delays:

(a) The existing backlog: itself caused by pastvalsposal of cases. New cases moved to the
back of the line;

(b) Civil procedure system: operated hostile tacefhcy (few settlements or agreement of
certain issues);

(c) Administrative difficulties (especially the riegy's operation): "Files cannot be located. It
takes forever to obtain dates. Information is diffi to access. Letters are either not answered or
responses are late in coming. Formal orders arghjedts in default take months to be
executed."

(d) Attitude of counsel: Many at the civil Bar dbséem to acknowledge their roles as officers of
the court with a vested interest in getting thidgae. Why spend three days in court when an
adjournment means one can produce more lucrativie \vachambers? " ... Many of us don't

give matters the consideration they require beéottering that courtroom. Documents aren't
agreed, pretrial discovery not utilised sufficigntvitnesses aren't prepared ... and the coutt isn'
given the type of assistance which could leadsmaother flow of cases."

(e) Judges: If both parties to a civil matter agceadjourn, there may be little a judge can do,
"however, a judicial attitude can make a world bfiedence. One need only cite the rather
extreme example of a certain judge at the RevermugtC



One Monday morning, as | was leaving to conduceagRue Court trial, | was summoned by
telephone to an emergency appeal court hearirgkeldgjunior counsel in the chambers to go to
the Revenue Court, explain my urgent dilemma, akd@r a postponement until | could attend.

Said "extreme example" (long ago dearly departefdymed junior counsel: all parties were
present. He was alleged to be a lawyer, so theagald begin. By the time | arrived, the matter
had proceeded almost to conclusion and poor justaonsel was completely stressed out, facing
some of Jamaica's most senior advocates.

WORSE SITUATION

Twenty years later, with new Civil Procedure Rulssse management and "mandatory”
mediation, the situation is worse. The Economic 8adial Survey Jamaica (ESSJ) 2015

remains devoid of Supreme Court civil case stasfThe appeal court had 1,388 appeals carried
forward from the previous year (738 Supreme Cowil)C253 new appeals filed (118 SCCA);
and only 169 appeals (approximately 10 per cespatied of. At the end of the year, 1,472
appeals remained pending. The decline in new apgeah 1990 (352) to 2015 (253) is itself a
product of the snail's pace at which Supreme Coait are concluded.

My usually reliable sources estimate many thousauqgteme Court civil cases were carried
forward in each of the past five years and betw&600 and 8,000 new cases filed in the civil
division each year, including more than 3,000 matnial matters.

Why the unending, burgeoning backlog? Because é@ents were egregiously delayed over
the past 10 years? Of course not. Supreme Cowgésgudre as much victims of the system as we
are. The reasons for the delays set out by Mr Batt994, compounded by 20 more years of
political neglect and professional arrogance by, are the reasons today.

1. About 30 Supreme Court judges are expected #il slay, every day (criminal AND civil),
hearing a list of about five matters per day innchars; five per week in open court. Three
weeks in civil court can be immediately followedthyee weeks on circuit. There's no system
for a regular week off to write judgments.



2. Conditions of work are archaic, shambolic, emrdssing and counterproductive. There are
more than 300 law-school graduates annually, bytidige has a rotating staff of at least three
young lawyers as judicial clerks to assist withesesh and judgment writing. Support staff and
services are woefully inadequate and outdated.'€&eeetary’ will type for five judges but
doesn't assist with appointments or anything &fkest judges don't have dedicated registry
clerks to attend to their diaries and fixtures. Ry staff are generally underpaid, demotivated
and inadequately trained. Clerks have duties tggadn court AND filing/office duties
elsewhere. It's an administrative morass, and ggjudho should have three judicial clerks, a
dedicated registry clerk and secretary, is lefetal for him/herself AND is lambasted when
judgments are late;

3. The production of verbatim trial transcriptaigpke despite the presence of alleged verbatim
recorders with computerised equipment. Recenttpraplex libel trial was conducted five years
after suit was filed. After trial, it took one yeplus to produce notes of evidence for the judge's
consideration. Judgment was delivered promptlyapmkaled. The same Supreme Court that
delivered notes to the judge was unable to prothiesame notes of evidence for the appeal, so
lawyers had to produce or deliver the notes or a@iinfinitum for the appeal to be heard. The
appeal was heard three years after the trial. WTH?

4. Updated law reports are as rare as Phalaenapsisis; reporting of local judgments
haphazard at best; judges' security non-existentilzeir woefully inadequate remuneration,
terrible pension arrangements and inadequate hglaltis, still controlled by the Ministry of
Justice, are insults.

5. The infrastructure is pathetic. Criminal andlarourts are housed side by side. Prisoners are
escorted by police through civil-law litigants wag for their cases to be heard. The recently
refurbished old NCB building (intended to sepaatminal and civil courts), is a perfect
example of how to waste space. The problem remains.

ESSJ 2015 refers to "justice-sector reform”, whoobmised "a review of the court-based
automatic mediation process and the preparati@report, which included recommendations
for the expansion and improvement of automatic ateah ... ."

DWL! Three years later, WHERE IS IT? Gathering dustsomebody's desk? Meanwhile,
parties send representatives to mediation whoraabla to take final decisions or who only
intend to go through the motions. There's no sanctf you turn up with an attitude so anti-



mediation, you succeed in creating another yeatayd no biggie. Mediators, claiming
"confidentiality”, won't expose these system malafars in court. You see, doctors differ and
patients die, but lawyers differ and both get rich.

JBA, stop crying about a few outstanding judgmeAtgtate for REAL systemic improvements
beginning with a truly independent judiciary wite own budget administered by the chief
justice, proper remuneration, staffing and workogditions for judges, judicial specialisation
and proper case-management procedures, time wifit®judgments, and greater due diligence
in making appointments.

Until these fundamental changes are made at th#gunés root, it's a miracle that No. 62 isn't
620!

Peace and love.

- Gordon Robinson is an attorney-at-law. Email fsexk tocolumns@gleanerjm.cam

Attorney Surprised Gov't Again Mooting
Bail Act Amendment



Sherine Williams, Gleaner Writer

One of the lawyers who worked to have changesadil Act declared unconstitutional five
years ago, says he’s surprised the governmentis atanning to make similar amendments to
the law.

Attorney, Marcus Greenwood, says he believes thergonent's plan to deny murder suspects
bail will fail just as it did in 2011.

Marcus Greenwood was one of the attorneys in tee tawhich two murder suspects
successfully challenged the 2010 amendments tBdleAct which allowed murder suspects to
be detained for 60 days without balil.

The suit was prompted after a resident magistraMandeville, citing the amendments, denied
the two murder suspects bail but subsequently gdsamhother murder accused bail.

The two murder suspects then filed a suit agalvesgpvernment in the Supreme Court in 2011
and the court ruled that it was unconstitutiongdiddd the suspects for sixty days without bail.

The ruling trashed the amendments made by the Bbotding administration, as the court held
that the Bail Act was effective in dealing withrae without unconstitutionally denying murder
suspects bail.

However, fast forward to 2016, and the Andrew Hethadministration is looking to change the
Bail Act again so that murder suspects can be ddraé under certain circumstances.

Greenwood says he’s still against arbitrarily degymurder suspects bail and maintains the new
plan won't work because it offends Jamaica's cunistn.



Greenwood says the police and citizens may be gtieagh the proposed changes which appear
to be tougher crime-fighting laws.

But he says the true deterrent to crime is comwctiersons so that a clear message can be sent
to other potential perpetrators.

In his Budget presentation Prime Minister Andrewrtdss said the Justice Minister and the
Attorney general would further explain how the anh@ents to the Bail Act will work.

Legal Fight Looms Over Firing Of RADA
Boss

Livern Barrett and Christopher Serju

The Rural Agricultural Development Authority (RADARS been given seven days to negotiate
a resolution to the impasse surrounding the empéoyratatus of Lenworth Fulton as its
executive director.

This was revealed yesterday by attorney-at-law Jotmor, who confirmed that his law firm,
Knight, Junor & Samuels, has been retained by Rultdight an attempt by RADA to remove
him.

"If they do not respond within the time given, wéltake certain actions," said Junor, signalling
that he would go to court to seek an injunctiorringrRADA from dismissing Fulton.

Permanent Secretary in the agriculture ministry @@m Stanberry told The Gleaner yesterday
that Fulton was informed last Friday that his caatthad been terminated but declined to
comment further.



According to Junor, Fulton received a letter froMDRA last Friday "purporting to terminate a
contract which had already expired” and indicathmaf it would not be renewed. In addition, he
said his client was stripped of the keys to higcefind the motor vehicle assigned to him by the
agency.

New Three-Year Contract

However, Junor is contending that Fulton was gzerew three-year contract dated May 2 this
year by a "duly constituted board" [of directorgfdre the expiration of its tenure.

"He has a signed contract,” the attorney insistddjng that he had evidence indicating that this
was included in the minutes of a board meeting.

Despite this, Junor said his client was willinghgotiate a resolution to the impasse.

"We are quite clear that if you wish to termindte services, then you are going to pay him for
the period that you contracted him for. | have ¢atked to the acting chairman [of RADA] that if
they are prepared to negotiate, we would be mane willing to sit around the table with them,”
he reasoned.

He said this position was communicated two daysaagbindicated that the state-run agency has
seven days to respond before the interventioneotturt is sought.

A trained agriculturalist, Fulton took office aettop man at RADA on Wednesday, May 1,
2013, transitioning from the Jamaica 4-H Clubs, ietiee had served as executive director for 12
years. He took over from Harold Spaulding, who badn confirmed in the post in January of
that year, following the dismissal of Al Powell finathe top position a year before.



Potential Sale Of Jamaica’s Lon-Shuttered
Palmyra Resort Reportec

HOTEL & RESORT|BRIAN MAJOR |

There may be signs of li— and a
potential sale —at one lon-stalled
Jamaican resort proje«

TheJamaica Gleane

is reportingfinancial servies firm

Sagicor Group Jamaica has emer
as the “preferred buyer” of the shuttered Palmgsrt in Montego Bay’s Rose Hall distr

TOUR OPERATOR

Sagicor has been selected from among a group eir$eas bidders” and is expected to pay
million for the partially complete, 2i-room hotel and condominium complex, located ot
acres of beachfront land in Montego Bay. Palmysalie®en mostly shuttered and in receiver:
since July 2011, earning an unwanted distinctiodessaica’s version of the Bemas’
incompleteBaha Mar megaesort

Launched in 2005 by developer Robert Trotta, Padmyas to feature three towers which two
are complete. Of the complex’ 200 completed residen97 are reportedly available for s.
Palmyra’s originally planned 88 studio suites, let-bedroom villas, 12,000 square feef
banquet and meeting facilities and 30,-square-foot speemain in various stages
construction.

Sagicor plans to complete the Palmyra developnaestrding to the source cited
theGleanerreport. Sagicor currently operates three Jewertepoopreties in Jamaica and ¢
hotel, Hilton Rose Hall, locatewithin close view of the Palmyra prope



The Palmyra resort entered receivership after ¥Ralmyra Resorts & Spa Limited allege
defaulted on debt totaling $110 million. The Naib@ommercial Bank Jamaica and R
Jamaica assumed control of property, placing it into receiversh

Two years ago the developer filed suit in Jamai&aipreme Court to determine the proper
rightful owner. A hearing in the case will take g#ain four months, according to the Glea
article.

Sagicor is the last prospective buyer in a line of failed dealstf@ incomplete Palmyi
development since 2012, when RBC Jamaica auctittreedomplex but failed to find
successful bidder despite an international margetampaign that sought buyers throughout
world.

Firearm seized, man arrested in Mancheste

The Observer

MANCHESTER, Jamaica —Fhe Mandeville police sa
they have seized a Glock 9mm pistol, 43 rounc
ammunition and arrested a man during an operati
Kingsland district in the parish on Thursd

Reports are that between the hours of 11:00 an®atdpm, lawmen were on operation whe
man was seen allegedly acting in a suspicious nmakleewas accosted, searched anc
weapon allegedly found.

He was sulbequently arrested and charged for illegal possesdifirearm and ammunitio

He is 19-yeawld Derval Henry of Hopeton district, Manchestee id scheduled to appear in-
Mandeville Residents Magistrate’s Court on Tues



Guard claims he bought suitcase at garac
sale with ganja hidden insid

Covering the courtaith Tanesha Mund
The Observer

A security guard, who was reportedly caught ataingort with one poun
of ganja in his suitcase, claimed he bought thizease at a garage sale ¢

did not know that it ontained drugs.

Sean Ellis was arrested and charged with possestgemja, dealing in, possession, and tal
preparatory steps to export ganga after the driggref@ortedly found in his suitcase wher
checked in to board a flight to Barbac

On Friday when Ellis appeared in court, he pleaded gtolityhe possession and dealing char
When asked by Judge Pusey why he had pleaded #igttgithe other charge, he told her tl
he bought the suitcase at a garage

“So which yard sale was thatthe judge asked. “I think in Mandeville,” Ellis amsred. “Sc
how come you didn’t invite me?” the judge askedtar. “Maybe if | knew you before,” Elli

answered.

Judge Pusey then told him: “Most people don't like when they meet me.” But Ellis told t
that he thought she was a decent person. She tiesti@ned Ellis about his occupation and \

he was visiting Barbados.

He told her that hevas a security guard and before that had workedchef, and was going
the Caribbean country on vacation. Judge Puseyasieed Ellis where he was going to stay

he told her was planning to stay at CasablancarR



“That is a five-star hotel. Where you get the moteepay for the ticket and the hotel?” she
asked. Ellis, who had told the court that he hadezh$16,000 per month as a guard, said that he
had been saving for years.

“And you think you can come to me with that stdoput you buy suitcases at garage sale? No

matter how wonderful you think I am, I'm not buyititat story,” the judge told Ellis before

remanding him in custody. He will next appear imrt@n June 15.

The End



